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This very small genus of Central America was first established 
by Liebmann who named it Discocarpus in 1851, quite unaware of 
the fact that this name had already been used by Klotzsch for an 
euphorbiaceous genus also of the same region. This genus, however, 
was not acceptable to Weddell who reduced it to a section of 
Laportea in 1856. 

Having studied the latter genus on a monographic basis, I found 
that Liebmann was quite correct in keeping this separate from 
Laportea. In my paper in 1965, reasons were given for maintaining 
its generic status. It suffices here to merely mention that Discocnide 
distinguishes itself from all the others of the family in the achenes 
being very thin and disc-like with a hyaline pericarp. 

This genus, now found to have only one species, is quite closely 
related to Urera with which it has many characters in common 
such as the habit of growth, leaf-form and size, twigs and the 
female flowers. The somewhat ligulate stigma is perhaps the only 
link between this and Laportea or Dendrocnide. 

Due to the fact that the bulk of the materials here listed were 
not available for my study till end of 1965, a full treatment of this 
genus could not be presented in my preliminary paper of that year. 
This short paper is based on the materials of the following 
herbaria: 

Jardin Botanique National de Belgique, Bruxelles, Belgium 
(BR). 

Botanical Museum & Herbarium, Copenhagen, Denmark (C). 

Chicago Natural History Museum, Chicago, U.S.A. (F). 

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, U.K. (K). 

University of Michigan Herbarium, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
U.S.A. (MICH). 

New York Botanical Garden, New York, U.S.A. (NY). 

Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France (P). 

Naturhistoriska Riksmuseum, Stockholm, Sweden (S). 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC., U.S.A. (US). 

Botanischer Garten, Zurich, Switzerland (Z). 

Opportunity is here taken to thank the Directors and Curators 
of these institutes for their generosity in the loan of their valuable 
materials. 

DISCOCNIDE Chew 

in Gard. Bull. Sing. 21: 207 (1965). — Discocarpus Liebm. in 
Dansk. Vidensk. Selsk, Skrift. ser. 5. 2: 308 (1851), non Klotzsch 
(1841). — Laportea sect. Discocarpus Wedd. in Arch. Mus. Hist. 
Nat. Paris 9: 132 (1856) et in DC. Prodr. 16 (1): 84 (1869). 
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Monoecious ligneous shrubs or small trees with irritant hairs. 
Leaves simple, petiolate, chartaceous, alternate, with symmetrical 
lamina. Stipules wholly connate, intrapetiolar. Inflorescences 
unisexual, pedunculate, axillary, branched racemes with minute 
peduncular bracts. Male flowers 5-merous, with a rudimentary 
ovary. Female flowers 4-merous, with ovoid ovaries and ligulate 
stigmas; pedicels simple. Achenes flat, very thinly chartaceous, 
with smooth pericarp, reflexed over elongated pedicels. 

Species 1: D. mexicana 

Discocnide mexicana (Liebm.) Chew in Gard. Bull. Sing. 21: 208 
(1965). — Discocarpus mexicanus Liebm. in Dansk. Vidensk. Selsk. 
Skrift. ser. 5. 2: 309 (1851). — D. nicaraguensis Liebm. in op. cit . 
(1851). — Urera platycarpa Wedd. in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3. 18: 202 
(1852). — Laportea platycarpa (Wedd.) Wedd. in Ann. Sc. Nat. 
ser. 4. 1: 182 (1854) et in Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat. Paris 9: 132 
(1856). — L. liebmannii Wedd. in Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat. Paris 9: 
133 (1856). — L. mexicana (Liebm.) Wedd. in DC. Prodr. 16 (1): 
84 (1869). — L. nicaraguensis (Liebm.) Wedd. in op. cit. (1869). 
— Urticastrum mexicanum (Liebm.) O.K. & nicaraguense (Liebm.) 
O.K. Rev. Gen. PI. 635 (1891). 

Distribution: Mexico, Yucatan, Guatemala, El Salvador and 
Nicaragua. 

Small trees or shrubs to 5 metres high. Twigs puberulous, 
sparsely covered with fairly long, rigid irritant hairs; petiolar scars 
very prominent. Lamina (5-) 10-13 (-16) cm. long, (3-) 5-8 (-12) 
cm. broad, ovate, chartaceous; the upperside sparsely covered with 
short irritant hairs, the lowerside densely covered with rather long 
ones, both sides dense with punctiform cystoliths; base rounded to 
slightly truncate; apex acute; margin crenate; lateral veins 5-7 pairs, 
the basal pair most prominent, reaching to about half the length of 
the lamina; intercostals few, faint. Petioles 4-7 (-10) cm. long, dense 
with long irritant hairs. Stipules less than 1 cm. long, light 
puberulous, with very short irritant hairs. Inflorescences unisexual, 
rarely bisexual, branched racemes, to 25 cm. long, 10 cm. broad, 
axillary, solitary to numerous; peduncle dense with long irritant 
hairs. Male flowers pedicellate; perianth ca. 2 mm. long and broad, 
puberulous to pubescent, the apex usually with a few long irritant 
hairs, 5-tepalled; stamens 5, with slightly reflexed filaments; pistil- 
lode ca. 0.5 mm. long, 0.75 mm. broad, cup shape; interfloral bracts 
minute; pedicels to 2 mm. long. Female flowers pedicellate, 
arranged in loose fascicles; perianth ca. 0.4 mm. long, 0.3 mm. 
broad, 4-lobed, puberulous, the lateral tepals slightly long and 
broader than the medial ones; ovary ca. 0.8 mm. long, 0.5 mm. 
broad, somewhat ovoid; stigma ligulate, ca. 0.8 mm. long; inter¬ 
floral bracts minute; pedicels ca. 1 mm. long, simple, puberulous 
to glabrous. Achenes to 4 mm. long and broad, very shortly 
stipitate, somewhat sigmoid, flat and thin chartaceous, with a 
smooth often hyaline pericarp; the perianth forming a minute 
cupule at the base; pedicel 2 to 3 mm. long. 

Vernacular names: Chichicaste and Ortiga. 
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Fig. 1. — D. mexicana: 

A = fruiting twig; B = leaf: 
C = achene. 
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Fig. 2. — D. mexicana: 

A = twig with male inflorescences 
B = male flower. 
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Mexico: — Hidalgo Distr.: Huejustla: Seler 921 , April 1888 (F). 

— Oaxaca Distr.: Cerro de S. Felipe: Liebmann herb. 14222 
(holotype in C, isotype in F.) — Marquesado: Conzatti 5231, Feb- 
1937 (MICH). — Sine Loc.: Galeotti 7128 (holotype of U. 
platycarpa : in P). — Temascaltepec Distr.: Manchititla: Hintou 
3417, Feb. 1933 (Z). Temascaltepec: Hintou 634, May 1932 (Z) 
& 3676, March 1933 (NY). — Vera Cruz Distr.: Orizaba: Botteri 
793 (US). — Cordova Valley: Bourgeau 2280, April 1866 (BR, P„ 
S, US). 

Yucatan: — Sine loc.: Gaumer 501 (US). 

Guatemala: — Peten Distr.: La Libertad: Lunell 3104 , April 
1933 (F, MICH). Uaxactum: Bartlett 12763, April 1931 (MICH). 

— Santa Rosa Dept.: Santa Rosa: Heyde & Luz 1467, April 1892 
(US). — Lake Omatitlan: Pittier 109, April 1905 (US). 

El Salvador: — near San Salvador: Standley 22403 & 22797, 
April 1922 (NY & US). — Ahuachapan: Padilla 323 (US). — Sine 
loc.: Reason 204 (US). 

Nicaragua: — near Managua: Gardiner 1068 (US). — near 
Matagalpa: Orsted herb. 14223, Jan. 1848 (holotype of D. nicara- 
guensis : holotype in C). 


